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You must also help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks 
Cor. 1. 11 (R.S.V.) 


THE wales fo admiration of the world has been aroused 


- by the resilience of the Chinese people who have come 


through times of great national upheaval and have still 


- been able to make a contribution to the affairs of the world. 


Perhaps the upheaval that China is experiencing to-day is 


greater than almost any that has gone before, and so comes 


as a challenge to those who have the good of that great 
land at heart. The sufferings of the people, especially in 
those parts struck by famine, ine aa the trials and persecutions 
of the Christian Church come as a clarion call for greater 


effort on the part of God’s people for their brethren in 


China. 
The Apostle Paul; prior to writing his second letter to 


the Corinthians went through some of the most difficult 
experiences that he was called on to meet in the whole of 
his missionary career. There was the care of all the 
Churches, and then the strain of the riot at Ephesus. 
Added to this was the anxiety over the reception of his last 
letter to Corinth. Yet when Paul heard of the reception 
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of the letter, he was able to write to the Christians there 
that they should share in the burden of his work by joining 
in prevailing prayer. After all that had gone before, he 


must have their prayers. Such is the feeling of many of © 
our brethren in China to-day. _Many of the ways by which | 


in former days we could show our sympathy and help have 
now been closed to us ; but the help that Paul craved is 
still ours to give.. This is something that nothing can take 
away from us, and is more effective than anything else that 
we can possibly offer to the Chinese Church to-day. Itisa 
sad thing that it often takes a real upheaval to start people 
- praying. We seem to forget that the devil will attack the 
Church whether things seem to be going well or badly. 
Churches from which encouraging reports are received are 
often in just as much spiritual danger as those which are 
_. undergoing concentrated attacks from the evil one. Reports 
from China to-day show that in many places the doors are 
wide open, and that there is great encouragement in the 
work, and yet the call to prayer for those places is as great 
_as for other places where there is not the same encourage- 
ment. The devil has other ways of hindering the work of 
God than open opposition, as we all know ; and it is often 
this less spectacular and underground opposition that is the 
more insidious. The call that comes from Szechwan is 
surely that which comes from all over China—You also 
must help us by prayer. — | 


The call to prayer-is never selfish. Paul asked for 


‘prayer because he wanted blessing in the work—the 
extension of the Kingdom of God—and that as a result of 
this blessing many would praise God. Paul had experienced 


and was yet to experience many great difficulties ; but his 


request was not that he might be spared from them, but 
that there might be blessing in the lives of those to whom he 
brought the Gospel. Such surely is the request of the 
Church in China to-day. It is not for preservation from 
the difficulties and uncertainties of the present situation, 
but that in and through it blessing might abound to the many 
who know nothing of the fullness and satisfaction of life as 


it is in Jesus Christ. ~As Paul made this request of the — 
Corinthian Church, there was a certainty in his heart that — 
‘it would be answered, that God would hear the prayer 


offered and work mightily in blessing his ministry. It is 
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surely i in that faith that requests for cies ‘that come so 


often in letters from missionaries and Chinese alike are 
made. Such believing prayer is going to work in other 


_ ways to the glory of God, for we are told that ‘ whosoever 
offereth praise glorifieth Me’. Lack of praise as much as 


lack of prayer can hinder‘the work of God. There is much 
for which we should praise God in the present situation. 

The articles in this edition of Four Streams will give us much 
to praise as well as pray for. God wants us to pray not only 


‘so that the work in China may go forward, but so that we 


and many another may soon turn with hearts full of praise 
to the God who doeth all things wel B. F. ApDENEY. 


LETTER FROM BISHOP MAXWELL — 


Chengtu, 
1950. 


Our liberation by the People’ s Army seems to ini 
followed the same pattern in West China as elsewhere. 
We heard of the converging Communist armies, and we 
saw retreating soldiers. Guns boomed, and mortars, 
machine-guns, and rifles, were fired. Bullets struck some 


of our houses and looting was always a possibility ; but no 
has 


harm came to anyone of us, and no serious 
befallen any of the property. With you we join in real 


thanksgiving to God for His mercies. 


What changes have come as a result of the liberation : > 
On the day that the victorious fe ig entered the city of 
Chengtu a great welcome was them by students and 


_workmen in lorries, and tens of thousands of people lined 


the streets. The red flag with five yellow stars was 
displayed outside every shop ; loud-speakers blared out 
words of welcome ; students shouted the new songs and 
when the parade was over engaged enthusiastically in 
folk-dancing. For a few days a high pitch of excitement 
was maintained. Moving pictures portraying the feats of 
the victorious armies were shown on the University 
Campus ; pep-talks were given to large crowds; and 
slogans were pasted on every available wall. In these talks, 
assurances were e given, inter alia, that there would be freedom 
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_of religion, and it is interesting that when some propagan- 
dists were travelling in a lorry through the city and saw our 
Church sign, they stopped, and one of them called out 
several times through a megaphone: “ C.H.S.K.H. you 
have liberty to preach”. Their own enthusiasm for 
preaching their doctrines has been a rebuke to many 
Christians. Soldiers have been repeatedly seen gathering 
small groups of people round them in order to explain the 
meaning of the New Democracy. 

Realities are now being faced, for there are acute problems 
_ which call for early solution. Many of the defeated soldiers 
have not yet handed in all their arms ; “ Elder Brother ” 
secret societies are active underground ; a greatly increased 

pulation (owing to the arrival of two armies in the 
Proviite) has to be fed ; new ideas have to be imparted to 
all and sundry. The People’s Military Government is 
tackling these problems with vigour. It is’ challenging 
_ people already to work harder and to live on less money. 
Professors and teachers in Government colleges and schools, 
bank-clerks, P.O. officials, Goverment workers have’ had 
their salaries reduced by several hundreds per cent. Men 
- in responsible positions receive very little more than those 
_ who are on the bottom rung of the ladder. Centres for 
training propagandists have been opened in many parts of 
the Province and a three months’ course is to be given to 
students of a Senior Middle School grade. Every effort is 
‘being made to develop local industries, improve main roads, 
and to hasten the completion of the building of the railway 
_ between Chungking and Chengtu. Soldiers of the People’s 
Army are being used largely for the latter purpose, under — 
the supervision, of course, of skilled engineers. = 

-It- is very difficult to get news of the outside world these 
days. ‘The Chinese papers are full of propaganda, and 
give little information of what is going on in the Province, 
let alone in China as a whole. There is no ban as yet on 
_ radios, but unless one is prepared to spend much time 
listening-in, it is surprising how little foreign news one can 
learn in that way ; and as there is no air-mail as yet, 
letters have been taking two and three months to reach us 
from England. We are more starved for news in West 
China, therefore, than we were during the closing days. of 
the last war. | 
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There seems to be a certain of chant at presenc in 
Universities and schools. Orders have been given for — 
students to take exams ; these orders have been counter- 
- manded, and no one seems to be clear what is expected of 
them. Perhaps this is not surprising at first, and it is to be 
hoped that order will evolve in course of time. The new 
_ Government certainly intends to have no nonsense from the 
~ students. The latter are expected to work hard and not to 
interfere in politics unless the red-light is given them. 

‘What difference is the liberation likely’to make to the 
Church | ? The answer to that question must largely 
depend upon the Church’s ability to adapt itself to the new 
order without compromising its faith and practice. 
_ Several practical issues have arisen already, however. 

There is for instance the occupation of Church-property by 

the People’s Army. There have been as many as 160 

soldiers-billeted at one time in the’small church-compound 

at Sintu. The Church itself was used in the daytime as a 

place where the defeated soldiers had to learn the correct 

theories of life, and at night to house the new armies. The 

Church was made available for its original purpose on 

Sunday mornings alone when diminished numbers of 

came to worship. Some seventy soldiers have 
also been billeted on the Kwanghan premises, and large 
numbers have been using the Mienyang compounds. 

Should this tendency to occupy Church-buildings spread to 

other centres as well, then the Church will find itself if heavily 

handicapped along the lines of its original activities, and 
will have to make radical changes in its programme. 

Another important factor in the situation is the departure 

~ of many promising young men and women from Christian 

Youth Fellowships and Bible Classes for the three months’ 

training classes mentioned above. No doubt the first flush 

of enthusiasm is urging them to join these classes, but it may 
well be that they realise that this is one of the best ways of 
ensuring a livelihood in the future. The Church needs to 
adapt itself to this new situation and seek for other means of 
influencing youth. A third and very important change 
that is taking place is that in respect of ce. If the 
cost of living increases (as it is doing at present) ; when 
taxes are imposed on land and property and church- 
‘members receive very much smaller incomes ; then just 
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It is very hard to say. Probably it will mean that Church- 


workers like everyone else will have to have their salaries 


decreased, and then be allowed to augment them by doing 
handwork, teaching, or some other work. Missionaries ? 
Some have realised already that it would be very difficult to 
continue receiving salaries which, while they only allowed 
for the barest necessities of life, would not call for that 


element of sacrifice which some of the Chinese workers 


would have to face ; and in order to reduce the amounts 
we receive, and at the same time to live as the Communists 
do, in closer fellowship with one another, it has been 
suggested that where possible we try to live on a communal 
basis with them. These suggestions are obviously full of 
practical difficulties that will not easily be solved ; but if 


the time should come when Christian love prompts this — 


closer fellowship with our. fellow-workers—a fellowship 
which would be costly in many ways but which would pro- 
bably bring accessions of spiritual power—then many would 


be ready for the experiment. 


- What attitudes ought we to adopt in these days? Does 
not Dr. Moffat’s translation of Isaiah 54. 2 give us some. 
indication? “ Lengthen your ropes, drive in your tent- 
pegs.”” Here is the thought of expansion and of a challenge 
to exercise faith. ‘The tent-pegs must be pulled up from 


f their present position. New ideas, new methods must be 


tested, and for them the ropes will need to be lengthened. 
The longer the ropes the greater the strain upon the tent- 
pegs. The latter, like our faith in God, need to be driven 
in deeper than they have ever been driven before. 
Dr. T. C. Chao, Christian professor of Yenching Univer- 
sity is wrestling with these momentous questions. He 


_writes : “‘ Communism is man’s challenge to Christianity 


but it is also God’s judgment upon flabby churches ”. 
And again : “ Not to be creative while living in a creative — 
period is the greatest of sins”. If God is to speak to us 
through Communism, then we “must be prepared to allow 


‘His judgment to come upon us first. What is there in 


Communism then, which we as Christians ought to have 
advocated and sought to practice through the Churches ? 


- A group of missionaries in West China is studying that 
‘question now. Again, if doors of opportunity for Christian 
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service are closed to-day in one direction, perhaps 
they can be gently pushed open in other directions. In 
Sintu, for instance, the work among students seems to have — 
come. more or less to a standstill, even after it had seemed 
to be most promising ; but now the opportunities for 
working among the officers and men actually living on the 
compound are comparable with those which the Church 
had there during the last war. From Mienyang a western. 
teacher writes : “‘ In case the school does not open next 
term, please put me down as an evangelist ”. So long as 
the members of the Church out here are alive to new 
openings, and are ready to enter them with tact and faith, 
we have nothing to fear, we have much to hope for. But, 

the tent-pegs will need to go deep. Compromise has a 
loosening effect, and grey clouds betoken a storm. Pray 
for this Church as St, Paul prayed for the Church at 
Colossae when he wrote: “I long for you to grow more 
_ certain in your knowledge and more sure in your grasp of | 


God. Himself. May your spiritual experience become 


- richer as you see more and more fully God’s great secret, 
Christ Himself!” (Col. 2. 2. 3.) | 


Yours in His glad service, 


ALEC MaxweE (Assistant Bishop). 


LETTER BISHOP BEVAN 


_ Dear Friends of the Diocese, 
This letter is being written to give you what is tous who _ 
are concerned in it important information about the future © 
of the Diocese. Our first Diocesan, Bishop Cassels, pioneer 
and founder, looked forward to the time when we might 
have a Chinese Bishop. Archbishop Mowll when with us 
worked with great purpose to prepare for the fulfilment of — 
this ideal, which was shared by the two who followed him 
for brief periods. When I was consecrated in 1940, I saw 
_ clearly that it could only be to hold office for a few years, 
and that my task was to prepare the way for the realization 
of this ideal. During a holiday in Chefoo prior to my — 


“““e-consecration, I made out a little private Ten Year Plan 


of things | hoped to see realized and the last point was, 


22nd February, 1950. 
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‘A Chinese in ten years’. acceptance of 
this office was prompted by the thought that to me might 


- fall the privilege of finally preparing for the consecration of 


the first Chinese Diocesan for Eastern Szechwan. 


- For some months it has been plain to me that with the 
establishment of a new and progressive government in this | 
land the change should come. However, until liberation 
was complete, I obviously could not mention the matter of 
resignation ; changes like that cannot be made in a time of 
upheaval. After being cut off from communication with 
the other bishops of our Church for more than six months, 
it is interesting to find that the other missionary: diocesans 
have.been led to the same conclusion and that I am the last 
actually to send in my resignation. | 


According to canonical procedure I am informing my 


own diocese by a circular sent to all members of the Rahding 
‘Committee of Synod, to all clergy and pastorate councils, 
and at the same time a formal letter of resignation is going : 


to the Chairman of the House of Bishops, Bishop Robin — 
Ch’en. I am suggesting that my resignation should take 


effect as from St. Luke’s Day or at any date before or after 


that day when my successor shall be consecrated. It was 
on St. Luke’s Day, 1895, that Bishop Cassels was con- 
secrated and I myself in 1940. 


The difficulties of these years you know in part ; the war 
with Japan, financial instability which began to affect us 
just the autumn of my consecration, and then the civil war, 


from the effects of which we still have to recover. One > 


has felt glad, in spite of the constant frustrations, to have 
held this office through these years rather than that our 
predecessor or successor should have done, to meet the 
difficulties of these times. It has lent purpose to guidance 
that was not fully understood. Of our own future there is 
nothing at present clear. As I have just said in a letter to 
Bishop Houghton, with whose full concurrence I am taking _ 
this step, guidance will be given when the necessity for it 
comes. No consideration of our own future can be allowed 
to affect the following of God’s leading now. I know you 
will pray for me and for my successor, committing to God 
the whole future of His Church in this diocese. God’s 


Name be praised for all His grace and faithfulness these 
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fifty-five years since the foundation of the diocese, “‘ For 
His mercy shall endure, Ever faithful, ever sure ”’. 
‘Yours in Christ’s Service, 
K. G, Bevan (Bishop). 


UNREACHED MARKETS— 
DOES CITY EVANGELISM POINT A WAY ? 


“ From you sounded out the Word of the Lord.” 1 Thess. 1. 8. 


Weitinc not long after his visit to Thessalonica, St. Paul 
uses these words of commendation to the believers there. 
The message had gone out from them into the region round — 
about and people everywhere had heard of their faith. We 
are told, too, in the Acts that 4 similar result followed the 
work of the great apostle himself during his two ‘years’ 
ministry in the city of Ephesus. 

Here in Chuhsien we had three weeks of intensive 
preaching in the street chapel recently, opening in the 
mornings on market days and almost every other evening. 
One evening after we had finished preaching, I asked if 
there was anyone who definitely saad to believe in Christ. 
Two young men were sitting together and one called out, — 
“Yes”. As others went out, I crossed over and spoke to 


2 them, and found -they were interested and concerned. It 


was late and we could not stop to talk then except to ask 
their names and where they belonged, but I made an 
appointment to come over to the preaching chapel, about 
ten minutes from our home, and meet them at daylight 
next morning ; they were returning to their homes in the 
country that day. I took along books and Gospel portions 
with me. Both were senior students of about twenty, 
intelligent fellows, and they seemed really to have accepted 
Christ as Saviour. They had heard something previously 
in student meetings shat we had held, but in the street 
chapel the message had really taken hold of them. Their 
homes were quite close together in the country district of 
_ the market of Feng Lo Ch’ang, a place off any main routes 
a hundred li from here to the north-east. They took back 
the Word in their hearts and the books in their hands to 
help them further. Is this the beginning of a new church 
in that Unreached Market of Feng Lo Ch’ang ? By your 
prayers it may become so : God grant that it does. . 
K. G. Bevan (Bishop). 
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HOW GOD IS REACHING 
THE UNREACHED MARKETS 
* Twill work and who shall tinder vt.” Isaiah 43. 13. 


On December 31st a schoolboy brought me a letter of 
invitation to a place situated in a distant corner of this 
county of Yingshan. The writer, Mr. Tuan, a young man 
thirty-two years of age, had served several years with the 
Chinese Air Force, during which time, while stationed at 
Sian, the Saviour found him. Soundly converted, he came 
home a few months ago to his heathen home, heathen 

parents and heathen village, the only Christian in the place. 
On the way home he stayed with us for a night and asked 
that we should pray for the conversion of his family. This 
request was passed on to prayer companions in the home- 


lands and to some friends in China. 
The letter said, “‘ Praise the Lord ! He has truly answered © 
prayer and performed a miracle.in my home. ... Now 


my father and mother, uncle and brother, the whole family 
young and old have believed. Hallelujah! I write now | 
to ask you to spare a little time and come quickly to our 
unworthy home and celebrate the burning of the idols.” 

Not many days later Mr. Ch’en, the Yingshan Church | 
worker, and I, set out on foot for Stone River Market, — 
a hundred and twenty li away. Two days’ walk along 
narrow stone roads, up hill and down dale amid beautiful 
mountains, brought us late one afternoon to the village. 
It was market day and on that account crowded with people. 
No westerner had apparently been to the village before. 
One youth on the road enquired whether I was a member 
of the Liberation Army! From the moment of my 
arrival I was a great curiosity : the crowds pressed around 
us until the teashop in which we sat was in danger of 
collapsing. Mr. Tuan led us to the village school where 
there was a convenient open space. A crowd of a hundred — 
or so surged round and listened attentively to Mr. Ch’en’s 
Gospel message. Mr. Tuan then followed with a 
courageous testimony to his own people and an explanation 
of our presence there. 

A hurried meal of dough strings followed and we set off 
the remaining ten odd li farther into the mountains, where 
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Mr. Tuan’s home is situated near the jancden of the 


boundaries of four counties. It was well after dark when 


we stumbled up the last slope to reach our destination, a — 
mud-walled tiled-roof farmhouse with dilapidated-outhouses, 


‘situated high up on the side of a deep mountain valley. A 
massive perpendicular cliff rose up behind the farmhouse. 
The family welcomed us and regaled us with kindness. 
Gradually we learned the facts about the miracle God had 
performed in this home. 

- Old Mr. Tuan, a farmer, had for years been the 
organizer and leader at a nearby heathen temple, leading 
the worship at the big idol celebrations three times a year. 
This position was an honorary one. When his son, a 
Christian, came home and made known his faith in Christ, 
_ the old folks, though delighted to have him back after eight 


years’ separation, did‘ not fall for the new religion by any 
means. To their heathen minds it seemed such a dreadful © 


waste to throw away the accumulated merit of years. The 


father said in so ce words, “ You go your way and we 


will follow ours ’ 

However, one evening in the’ course of his duties at the 
temple, he had a nasty accident. In the dark he gashed a 
large wound in his leg on a sharp stone, which exposed the 
bone. Though in much pain, he hobbled home ; a local 
doctor was sent for and herbal remedies applied. There 


was no improvement, but in fact it grew worse and was 


swollen right to the toes. Young Tuan was away at the 
_ time, but when he came home his father’s leg was in this 
serious condition. ‘The son persuaded his father to let him 
cleanse the wound thoroughly and with his consent prayed 


- to God for healing. He urged the old man to believe on — 
the Lord. Prayer was made daily like this, no medical aids 


used except to keep the wound clean. Within two 


being 
days the swelling subsided and gradually the leg closed up 


and healed. Prayer worked marvellously ! 
The old father saw clearly the futility of the idols he had 
_ served for years. They could not protect a leading 
worshipper even in the temple under their very noses, let 
alone protect him in other places. Under the guidance 
and ion of his Christian son, the old man agreed, 
although hesitant and fearful, to the destruction of the 


household gods and all superstitious paraphernalia located | 
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on the idol shelf in the principal room of the house. On 
December 20th young Tuan took them all down and, after 
prayer in Jesus’ Name, he burned the whole lot in a nearby 
- field. He pasted up in their places the Apostles’ Creed 
which he had written out on red paper ; coloured texts 
ornamented the walls ; outside the main door was written 
up, ‘“‘ For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that 
He might destroy the works of the devil”. John 3. 16 
was pasted up over the door. | | 
These things were all done before we had even heard of | 
Mr. Tuan’s family turning to the Lord. We spent two 
days in that home and it was a grand opportunity; all 
barriers were broken down and the whole family waiting 
like that of the centurion Cornelius to hear what God had 
to say to them through us. Mr. Ch’en’s gifts were greatly 
in demand ; whether talking round the fire or in preaching, 
he set forth clearly the truths of the Gospel and showed the 
falsity of heathenism. We are handicapped by language 
and by not having been born in a heathen home ; he has 
seen heathenism from the inside and experienced the joys 
of liberation by the “‘ light of the glorious Gospel”. The 
supply of Christian posters which we took with us were 
pasted up all round the principal room of the house. Mr. 
Ch’en explained the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer and 
the Ten Commandments in an attractive and homely way. 
In that home now, the Bible is read daily and they pray. | 
Old Mr. Tuan told us that when he damaged his leg so 
badly at the temple, few of his friends and neighbours took _ 
any notice, but as soon as the idols were burned the news 
spread like wildfire all round the valley. Satan does his 
best to frighten others from the same step. All eyes are 
now turned upon the one family where the true God is 
worshipped. Hence the need of your prayers. 
This is not an isolated case. In this county God has 
recently brought back two other men, converted away in 
the army, to witness for Christ to their heathen homes. 
God used an earnest Chinese Christian up in Sian who 
patiently sought out Mr. Tuan, fetched him along to Gospel 
meetings at an independent church for several months, until 
four years ago he was saved. “ Pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest, that He will send forth labourers into His 
harvest.” A. S. DERBYSHIRE. 
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_ NOT FORSAKEN—AN UNTOUCHED MARKET 
“* Thou shalt be no more called Forsaken.” Isaiah 62.4. 


LirE is much harder and roads are much rougher as one 
proceeds further into the north-east part of the diocese from 
Siianhan into Wanyuan county. Mountains are every- 
where and much of the farming is done on the slopes of the 
hills, the favoured valleys, well watered by mountain 
streams, being given over to the cultivation of rice. Opium, 
once a major curse throughout the whole province, is still 
trafficked in along these less frequented roads, and though 
the penalties are high, so are the stakes. 

Old Military Encampment” (Ku Chiiin Pa), a 
market just over the border of Wanyuan county, was several 
decades ago visited by the pioneers of the China Inland 
Mission, notably the Rev. Arthur Polhill, and a number 
professed to believe in Christ. After thirty years or so one 
‘man, a tailor-cum-innkeeper, Mr. Wang, remained true 
to his Lord though very much cut off from fellowship with 
other Christians. 

_- God has been working in the northern part of Siianhan 

county for some years and there is quite a strong, indigenous" 
movement in a limited area. We were appointed two years 
ago to help with the teaching of converts as well as to 
engage in evangelistic work there. In 1949, several visits 
were paid by voluntary Chinese fellow-workers and our- 
selves to revive the work if possible and to preach the Gospel 
in this neglected market. The final visit was in October 
and November, when a month’s mission was held 1 in Ku 
Chiiin Pa. 

There was a daily programme of three or ‘ meetings. 
After our morning quiet time, and getting our breakfast, we 
generally had a service for Christians. As soon as the 
midday break ike al in the local primary school, the boys 
and girls rushed up the street to the inn where we were 
staying and sang Gospel choruses with keenness and 
listened quietly to a message about God and Christ. Some- 
times in the afternoon we had preaching to outsiders, 
particularly on market days when the farmers from round 
about were in to buy and sell, and good attention was paid 
to the Word. | 
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Every evening we preached on a carefully thought out 
syllabus of subjects (for instance, Christ—Creator, Up- | 
holder, Judge, Saviour) to packed audiences in the large 
central room of the inn. Quite a variety of people heard 
the Gospel in this way, from the children who bagged the 
front “stalls” to the cultured and somewhat supercilious 
gentry who stood in the dark outside. _A number registered 
their names as believers and on the last Sunday over thirty 
persons were received as catechumen. One young tailor 
and his wife were a special joy to us. He had believed on 
_a previous visit and had given up all his old ways, drinking, 
gambling and so on. She at first was most opposed to our 
message, but in answer to prayer, and by kindness and 
preaching of the Word, she was moved and led to accept the 
Saviour. Several people remarked on the change in these 
two. An old lady, who had a vegetarian vow of over ten 
years’ standing, broke it and came to trust in the Lord Jesus. 

Since we left several more have. been added to their 
number. Each month a voluntary worker from Ch’ang 
Ch’i goes up to lead the weekend services, walking seventy 
li up and seventy back. Most of these believers are so 
young in the faith and very poor in this world’s goods. 
Will you not pray that they may become rich in faith and 
honour God by their testimony ? W. H. C. Smmonpns. 


UNREACHED MARKETS—THE REAL SOLUTION 


_ It is quite evident that the teeming millions in the country 
districts of China can never be effectively evangelised by 
foreign missionaries alone. A quick journey through the 
scattered country markets of Szechwan is enough to 
' convince one of this truth. How then can it be done? 
_ The answer lies in the Chinese Church. When Chinese 
Christians, moved by. the passion for souls, begin to reach 
out to the unreached markets, then a real start has been 
_ Recently, in Nanchung such a movement has begun. 
The Chinese Christians concerned are all voluntary 
workers, and are making evangelistic trips to the surround- 
ing markets, moved by their love to Christ and consequent 
passion for souls. Their expenses are paid by themselves. 
The leader of this band is a Nanchung business man, Mr 
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Yang, nd bass Christian wife 
and four children: He owns a small rice mill on a busy 
street in Nanchung city. Although Mr. Yang has only 
been converted within the last year or two, yet he has made 
steady progress towards Christian maturity. 


Mr. Yang is thorough in what he does. Before he was | 


born again, he was an inveterate gambler, the habit having 


become deeply rooted in his form of life. “I specially 


loved the habit,” he told me, as one day we were returning 
from preaching at a market twenty Chinese li from Nan- 
chung. He continued, “ Many times I would gamble a 
whole night and the following day, without a break”. I 

asked him, “ On such occasions what did you do for food ? ” 
He laughed as he replied, ‘‘ When the craving for gambling 
came on, it was irresistible and I usually didn’t feel like 


~ eating anything. However, if I wanted anything to eat 


I would get the food brought to the gambling table, and 
gulp it down.” 

His former thoroughness at the gambling table is now 
turned to a better purpose, as he seeks to win men for 
Christ. He considers it better to keep on preaching at one 


_ selected market over a period rather than just going once © 


_ and then preaching elsewhere. He feels that in this way 
the people will have a proper chance to understand the 


Gospel message in all its fullness, and that those who 


believe can be built up in their faith to withstand the sure 


attacks of the Evil One. The first visit to this village of — 


- Nan-ch’i-k’eo, twenty li from Nanchung, was made in 


November last year, but in December the work was 
temporarily stopped because of the unsettled conditions due _ 


to the change in Government. Nanchung city was 
_“tiberated ” on the roth December, and soon it was 
possible to continue preaching at N an-ch’i-k’eo. 

The sixth visit to the market took place on January 11th. 
That day the weather was perfect for Szechwan, and a 
band of six Christians went along to the market. Two 
were schoolmasters on holiday, one was a student and two 

business men. I -was the only official church worker. 
_ After we had preached and sung for nearly three hours 
without a break, Mr. Yang felt the meeting should be 
concluded, for the people were beginning to feel SUaY. 
He briefly revised what had been said by each speaker, and 
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concluded (after we had sold Gospels and given out tracts), 
“* We have now visited your honourable place six times and 


feel some among you want to believe in the Lord Jesus. 


Will those interested please come and drink tea with us, and 
discuss plans for a Bible study i ?” After the informal talk 
round tea cups that followed, nine men gave in their names 
as wanting to attend a Bible ‘class for definite instruction. 
Since then the band has visited this market regularly 


each week, both for evangelism to the village and instruction 


to the smaller group of interested men and women. Now 
and then visits are paid to other places, but these are not 
permitted to interfere with the plan of thoroughly evan- 
gelising this one place. Some at Nan-ch’i-k’eo are now 
definitely interested and we ask for prayer that the Seed 
_ being sown may find good soil and spring up and bear 

fruit. Such a result would be a great encouragement to 


Mr. Yang and others of the band, and help them to goon _ 


to other unreached markets with the Word of Life. In 
such a manner as this the unreached villages can be 
_ effectively evangelised. __ A. L: CROCKETT. 


REPORTS FROM SOME OF THE STATIONS 


_ Miienyang. Yoh Teh Middle School has just — 
the strangest term of its existence. 


Before the summer of 1949, parts of the school were 


occupied by the Supply Corps of a Kuomintang army. 
Though these people were pleasant, as people, yet it was 
inconvenient for the school to have them. The Govern- 
_ ment gave us permission to open a Senior Department, and 
because this army from the north, with their families, were 
also refugees, we received many of the children. Our 


Junior numbers rose from 130 to 166, and there were 70 boys — 
and girls in the Senior Department. It was a happy term, 


_ and everything went well till the beginning of December, 


when Government armies began to move, as Communist : 
troops were approaching, and the military children began 


to leave. 

The people feared looting in the city and brigandage 
outside. The school was calm till some Government 
school pupils whose homes were 30 miles away called on 
those of the same area, in Yoh Teh, to go home with them 
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- in a body, to avoid being robbed. This made other “ long 
distance ” pupils restless and they left, in groups, to go 
home. Next, the city families began to rush to the country, 
and when the stampede was over we had 25 pupils left.! 


Our teachers,..and those of another school, moved in, 
with their families, to our empty rooms, and because other — 


schools were closed, some of their children studied with ours. 
For several nights during the turnover, the boarding girls 
all slept downstairs, in my rooms, lest a stray bullet should 
hit the upper storey. After two days we went on with 


lessons, and gradually local pupils came back till we had 65. 
We had a good Christmas, four days after our Liberation, 


and then continued till January 15th, when we closed. 
Since then the new Government has borrowed the 
school, first for a Training class for 300 young people, and 
now as some kind of military H.Q. 
All private schools were ordered to register, and to 
submit detailed lists of school premises, organisation, pupils, 
teachers, furniture, apparatus, library books, financial 


| affairs and other matters. All this has been sent in, and we | 


now await the necessary permission to re-open. We have 
reason to believe that it will come. This government 
states that it “‘ protects all schools”’. Our numbers may 
be small, for we have lost all the military children and 


others who have gone to the Training classes being run by 


_ the new Government—three or six months’ training and 
then a post found. 
We would ask the prayers of all readers of Four Streams 


for Mr. John Sung, our Principal. Since he came back — 


from England, his work has not been easy, and now he 
needs much wisdom in dealing with the changes which must 

be made in organisation and curriculum. We are indeed 
fortunate to have him here. We are not unduly worried. 


We feel that God has a plan for the school, and if it is His 


will that we re-open, then we can truly say “ Ebenezer ”, 
and know that He will continue to work His Will. 

So far as we can see, most of the changes are good, but 
it will not be quite so easy to maintain a Christian 


atmosphere. G. BELCHER. 


Anhsien. Here, the liberation was effected at midnight 
on Christmas-Eve, in _— circumstances and without 
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any fighting. Only at the small market of T’sac-Hai-Kai 
(five miles away) was there any warfare. On Christmas 


Day, the Church at Anhsien was crowded with.worshippers. 


The new Government is treating us very well, and there is 


no interference on their part. In fact, they have written — 


on the walls of this compound and on the main street the 
words : “The Freedom of Religious Faith’. All our 


services and meetings are carrying on as usual. Only the 


prison work has come to an end, because the prisoners were 
released before the turn-over. Some of those prisoners 
have come to the pastor and told him that they have 
sincerely repented and are believing in Jesus Christ. ‘They 


very sincerely thank us for preaching to them in the past. 


Our greatest problem now is that a very large number of 
the young men and women in the Church have joined the 
“* People’s Army ”’, and in consequence our Youth Fellow- 
ship has been seriously affected. The new Government 
Carries on its work on Sundays as well as other days, and 
those enquirers who used to come to worship on Sundays 
are now prevented from doing so. Again, it is dangerous 
to travel to the outstations, as the roads are not safe. The 
pastor has been to Hua-Kai-Tsi but not to Hsiu-Shui-Ho. 
He hopes it will be possible for the usual evangelistic work 
to be done after the Chinese New Year. 


Mienchu. The work of the C.M:S. is in two parts. 
Firstly there is the Church in the city, and secondly the 


Hospital outside the gates. The witness of both is, of 


course, all one ; the closer the two are integrated the 


stronger will be the witness, and we look forward to 


Increasing co-operation, unity and fellowship. Purely for 
‘the sake of convenience we divide this article into two 
sections, medical and evangelistic. Be 
The Hospital serves a wide area—the nearest Mission 
Hospital being some 60 miles away. Living in our field of 
service are some five million people, but of course they do 


not come as readily as they might for treatment, which is | 


perhaps just as well! We have about 70 beds available and 
average about 30 in-patients. This figure is small, less than 
half the available beds, but it is going up slowly and we hope 
to have the beds all occupied regularly in the not too distant 
future. Apart from this we see out-patients, about 60 a day. 
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This figure again is small, but will greatly increase as time © 
goes on. On Mondays, when we have a free clinic in the 

afternoon, it is railed We have two operating days a 
week, Tuesday and Friday afternoons, and perhaps six 
operations are performed each week. Our new Red Cross 
X-ray plant is working well ; for it, we generate electricity 
ourselves ; on Fridays we start the generator and do all our 
X-rays together for the week. Apart from routine work, we 
of course do emergencies at any time, and also do a small 
amount of midwifery. If necessary too, we go out to 


patients’ homes and see them there. We are a training © 


school for nurses and have about twelve in training, and 


normally we have four trained staff. 


Our object of course is, and must remain, a spiritual one. 


To that end we have a full time Biblewoman who goes in 


and out of the wards, helps take the Services, and talks to 
patients in the out-patient waiting hall. We have a daily 


‘service each morning, in the wards and chapel alternately. 


This service is taken in turn, a week at a time, by all trained 


staff, the Biblewoman, and the Pastor from the Church in 


the city. Each morning there is a short talk and the way 
of Salvation is clearly put before the patients, these talks 
being augmented by pictures:and large hymn sheets. We 
distribute scriptures among the patients ; a large consign- 
ment has only recently arrived. Not all of them can read 


_ of course, but those who can will read willingly. The lives of 
the nursing staff tell much on the patients—they are always 
- more willing to listen and to read after they have been in 


for a time. So it is that the spiritual work among the 
nursing staff is not the least important side of things. All 
our student nurses are Christian girls at the time of writing, 
as are the staff nurses. We shall be expecting a new class 
of students soon, perhaps by the time this is in print—pray 
for them, for the witness of a Christ-like nurse is incalculable 
in its far-reaching effects. 

This account is but the dry bones of the story. We wish 


_ we could tell you of the individual patients ; human stories 
of endurance, of sin and suffering and of the power of Christ 


to heal, to save and to transform ; but our prescribed 
number of words is written, the rest must wait for another 
time. The sinews.with which we clothe these dry bones 


will in large. past upon your B. 
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Sintu is a small, pleasant city about 15 miles north of 
Chengtu, at the side of the main north road. The number 
of Sunday worshippers was pitifully small, including a few 
refugees, but no young people ; so I started English Bible 
classes which attracted a number of students. _ Then Bishop 
Maxwell and Mr. Yang came for a few days’ mission, and 
during those days many heard the Gospel both i in English 
and in Chinese. The church was packed for the 
meetings. The number attending English Bible classes — 
increased ; a small number asked for a Chinese Bible class, 
and a good many joined our Youth Fellowship. We 
formed a small choir to lead our Sunday worship, and 
several helpers were found to work in the Night-school. 
About ten were being prepared for baptism, all Middle 
School graduates. 


Then came news of the liberation of Chungking and the 
quick advance towards Chengtu, and fear drove hundreds to 
the country. Troops poured down the road to Chengtu, 


some of them spending the night in the available buildings _ 


on the church compound including the church itself. They 
were poorly fed, clothed and equipped, and many were sick. 
Many were the calls for help in those days—people stranded 
without money, others who had lost touch with loved ones 


and were seeking them. Daily the pastor’s wife, the woman 


worker and I made a tour of the city speaking words of 
encouragement and cheer to all whom we met ; but the 
shops were closed, no young people were on the streets, and 
if we went to visit, we often could not gain admittance. 


Now, nearly two months after liberation, of the members 
of Bible classes, Fellowship and choir only three or four 


— remain. Some have moved to the country to live ; others 


have taken up work which does not ‘allow time for such 
activities ; many have gone to the schools apa by the 
Liberators for special training. _ 


For about four weeks the city Laie 3,000 military 
students and officers, now captives and under special 
training. A few were Christians, many came to English 
Bible class ; of these, a large proportion were seeking more 
than English. Some came daily to read the Bible and pray. 
Many came with questions which showed they had been 
ine. God’s Spirit truly moved mightily among them. 
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Now they have moved on ; but many have taken Gospels 
and are continuing to read. 

These premises now house mothers are children, 
families of the captive officers.. Opportunities are not so 
obvious ; but in small ways we are able to witness, although 
there is a certain amount of opposition. Gwen WILLDER. 


Chengtu. There have been many encouragements in 
the work of St. John’s Church during the past few months. 
A big stride forward was the decision made by the Vestry 
to become wholly self-supporting as from the enteuuect of 
this year. The budget includes salaries for the Chinese 
Pasiee. the Biblewoman and the Catechist at our outstation, 
_as well as all running expenses. ‘There is a real community 
feeling developing among the parishioners, and we are 
more and more getting away from the idea of a “ students’ 
church *. Among the women lally there has been a 
marked increase in-numbers and activities. Just now our 
Mothers’ Union is planning for the opening of a Nursery 
for about sixty children in the house formerly occupied by © 
Bishop Song. The Diocese has made a grant for the 
initial expenses, but the Mothers’ Union will be responsible 
for its maintenance. The Children’s Welfare Clinic is 
continuing as before, as are our evening classes conducted 
by our young people. We are now in the midst of our 
winter holidays, and eight of our young people are conducting 
a D.V.B.S. for more than one hundred children. Our 

_ young people’s work suffered a setback after the liberation. 
Many were temporarily carried away by the new spirit, 
while others evidently were afraid of coming to our classes, _ 
lectures and services, but now we are gradually getting our 
young people’s activities going again. 3 

It was inevitable that the coming of the new tide should 
be felt even in the Theological College. During the first 
two weeks after the liberation it was not possible to continue 
the regular lectures.. Nearly every period was turned into 
a discussion. It seemed as if a few of the students were 

carried off their feet, and that they were ready to give up | 
_ the “slow ” method of the Christian Church for the more 
effective”? methods of Communism! However, they 
soon found their bearings again, and we did not lose a single — 
student. Partly due to the initiative of the students, and 
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Ep | partly due to the request of the Staff, certain changes. will 
a be made in the teaching system and curriculum of the 
| College. The courses will be fewer and more comprehensive. 
Besides the basic required theological subjects, there will be 
a wider range of Electives. More emphasis will be placed 
upon library and research work in order to create indepen- 
dent thinking and initiative. The students will also have 
more opportunity to take up practical studies such as 
handicraft, agriculture and the like. Some people envisage 
if a time when the clergy will have to earn their living in 
re society and serve the Church in an honorary capacity, and 
= therefore it may be the path of prudence to follow in the 
; footsteps of St. Paul even in this respect. The College will 


think of ways and means to train the students along 
practical lines. It is of utmost importance that the future 
clergy shall know how to serve the Church and the 
u community in practical ways, and it seems more obvious“ 
Ee than ever that the training of Church léaders is our primary 
task in this country. SVERRE 
Senior Middle School. Situated on its own 
Campus adjacent to the Union University, the Union 
Middle School generally has an enrolment of about 500 
boys ranging in ages from 15 to 20 years. It has had a 
very chequered career, especially during this last year. In 
the summer the Principal resigned, and for a time it was in 
the balance whether the school should open in the following 
term or not. However, it managed to begin again with a ~ 
new principal but with a reduced number of students. The 
usual programme of studies was carried out and a director 
of religious studies was appointed. Owing to the restlessness 
of the students it was not easy to get them definitely interes- 
ted in Christian activities ; but daily morning prayers were 
«held, with a service on Sunday evening, and two Bible 
Classes were carried on, All went smoothly until, at the 
near advance of the Liberating Armies, the Government 
ordered the closing of the Middle Schools, and as many of 
the students as possible went home. A time of tension and 
uncertainty followed for the next month until finally the 
city fell into the hands of the Liberators who immediately 
ordered the opening of all schools. Most of the students 
returned, but were so absorbed in the fact of their 
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“ liberation *’ that they had neither time for, nor interest 
in anything but the new conditions in which they found 
_ themselves and which they decided to plan for themselves. 
They studied Mao-Tse-T’ung’s New Democracy, and 
learnt the songs and folk-dances of which the Communists 
are so fond. After a month the School finally closed for 
the Chinese New Year Holidays. Our principal has 
_ resigned, but another one has been appointed and we look 

forward to better and quieter times next term. A. JONEs. 


_ Tahsien. Miss Ellen Lister. ‘ We have just had a 
week’s Daily Vacation Bible School—go children came 
some days and even when it was wet we had 65. I am 
helping Miss - Wallis with a continuation class. The 
Women’s Meeting continues to flourish ; newcomers are 
being saved. We are holding meetings for revival.” © 
Wanhsien. Mr. and Mrs. R. Harper. “ Though 
_ the new troops have no relish for the things of Christ we 
felt led to prepare as usual carols and hymns and gifts for 
the poor at Christmas ; and praise the Lord we were 
unmolested and God gave us a more joyful and satisfying 
time than in previous years. On Christmas Day three 
confessed their faith in baptism, and five came before a full 
_ Church to confess Christ and be received as catechumens. 
_ All these will need much prayer if they are to stand in this 
Nanchung. Mr. and Mrs. Crockett. “The new 
régime is of course very keen on propaganda, and has 
started a university here, the People’s Revolutionary 
University. Of the thousand or more students in it, 
several are known to me, some being past students of mine. 
One was round here last Sunday afternoon for a long walk 
and talk. Please pray that God will give them the spirit 
of wisdom to know the Truth. Others I have mentioned 
in these letters, as Chang ching-hsii, Ts’ai sui-wu, Wang 
tin-ling, are all on the ‘ band waggon ’, and so need prayer ; 
keen on the new teachings, yet I feel that in the time of 
disillusionment which will surely come, we must pray they 
may turn in a real way to the Lord Jesus. The present 
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simple life of the officials, in contrast to that of the former — 
Nationalist leaders, is certainly good, and many of the plans’ 
of the new régime are excellent. May God raise up sincere 
and wise men for the China of the future.” 


Kwangyuan. Rev. and Mrs. H. Iliff. “ ‘Two soldiers 
have been coming regularly and last Thursday also came 
to Bible study, and to Sunday service. We have been able 
to give Scripture portions to some others, and one or two 
have called here saying they are Christians. These 
- contacts with Communist soldiers are encouraging. The 
attitude of most, however, is utter indifference, which in 
some ways is harder to bear than open opposition. When 
Mr. Liao made enquiries regarding the Wednesday night 
meeting, the reply was, ““ Oh, preach your Gospel? Well 
it does no good and I suppose it can do no harm. Youcan 
carry on”. What a contrast to what Paul and we believe, 
that the Gospel is the power of God and in Christ all things 
are new. ‘The first Sunday after occupation the Church 
was full. The rousing singing of ‘Onward Christian | 
Soldiers’ would have cheered your hearts. With the — 
exception of a few who stayed away through fear there was 
- no timidity evident, as we encouraged one another in the 
Lord and had fellowship round His Table.” | 


Langchung. Dr. Monica Hogben. ‘Our needs for 
staff in the hospital have been really wonderfully supplied. 
Pathologist and dispensers and Nursing School Principal 
are all here and working to capacity. We may be a little 
hard put to it if several of the trained staff go to join Dr. 
and Mrs. Armstrong at Kwangan, but at present travelling 
conditions would appear not to permit this. We need to 
pray for a hospital evangelist, ‘a man sent from God’, 
for the opportunities are tremendous. There continues 
to be blessing amongst the in-patients, and I always enjoy 
_ taking prayers in the wards. Patients’ numbers have been — 
fluctuating a great deal the past few months, and the need of 
ready money to buy in supplies and pay salaries could be a 
perpetual headache to the business manager. But in spite 
of it all we can look back with real thankfulness to God for 
the way He has met these needs. Once when we were v 
low in wood, an ex-patient remembered his debt and sent — 
along a large load in settlement. Just at that time,even if 
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we had had the money it was impossible to buy wood in the 


city. 

Dr. F. C. Maddox. ‘“ You will have heard that all has 
been peaceful here, though we have been quite busy with 
wounds of stray shots and playing with bombs left lying 
around. On the whole we have not had many difficulties. 
_ This afternoon we have just had the end-of-term 
ceremony for the nursing school, combined with the capping 
ceremony for eight new students who have just completed 
their probationary period. You will be pleased to know 
that they are all showing considerable promise in spiritual 
things ; only one had previous church connections.” — 


Wanhsien. Miss J. Ammonds. “One Saturday 
morning I chatted with two or three women outside the 
main door. That afternoon looking up someone else, a 
voice called from above ; it was one of the women of the 
morning and I had obviously been led to her. She invited 
me to her room and after a long talk and prayer she con-_ 
fessed her sin. She had earlier said she would break a 
vegetarian vow, and now remarked, ‘ To-day is the 15th. 
Will you come with me to a restaurant and break it now?’ — 

to which I agreed. Next day she came to church beaming. 

_ During the next days, circumstances tied her to her home. 
: ee her once or twice, but within a fortnight she had 
eft. 
One day during the period of stilfness after the women’s — 
preaching band had gone out, two women came in, even 
though the main gate was shut. Both were evacuees. They 
had arrived in Wanhsien the day before and were leaving 
the following day. One heard us preaching the day before 
and had told the other, who was a baptized church member, 
. daughter of a voluntary worker in a country church, but 
not a Christian. The night before she could not sleep 
because burdened with a sense of sin. On hearing of a 
Hall in Wanhsien,; she said, ‘ We will go and find 
it’. After a long talk over the Word we knelt and prayed, 
when she poured out her heart to the Lord. Among 
‘those whom one or another of us have prayed with are 
some who have not gone on—a lad held by morphia, a 
schoolboy probably held by parents, an old lady hindered 
by superstition, etc.”’ | 
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-Chuhsien: Bishop Bevan. “ The matter of taxes is 
a serious one. The Liangshan church schools have fields | 
as an endowment. They have not enough left to meet tax 
requirements. Other places will be in the same boat. 
One is cast very much on God and the Psalms seem to have 
been very precious the last week or two. One thing for 
which I thank God is the opportunity to preach the Gospel 
_almost every day in the street chapel, in the day time on > 
market days and at dusk on other days. Last Friday two 
educated men were greatly moved after a talk on the New 
Birth.” 


DECEMBER IN TAHSIEN 


Tue happy Christmas festivities at the end of December 
have blotted out the memory of dull, wet days in the early 
part of the month. Not only dull and wet, but fearful and — 
apprehensive ; there was a waiting hush and the city was 
like a city of the dead. The old army had retired and we 
were waiting, waiting for the new army to come in. The 
Church Council departed almost in a body, and so did a 
number of other Christians. At one time over fifty had 
gathered at Weichiashan, Miss Ch’en’s farm twenty miles 
away in the country. The Pastor, Rev. P. H. Ts’ai, and 
his wife bravely stood by and carried on. The Workers’ 
Prayer-meeting on the first Wednesday of the month was 
' rather pathetic to look at and also to listen to, for the Pastor 
waited till four women missionaries. with different degrees 
of fluency struggled in prayer and he then prayed and 
closed the meeting ; but never once did the congregation 
on Sunday go below sixty. Sunday School went on with 
the street children, illiterate little ragamuffins, for the 
Church Day School had melted early in the month ; the 
women’s meeting really flourished, and, except for two wet 
_ Mondays, visiting, courtyard evangelism, Church Prayer- 
meeting and all other activities continued as usual. The 
Faith and Virtue Class for girls dwindled badly and so did | 
the English Bible Class. The Young People’s Fellowship 
was turned into a Prayer and Bible study meeting and was 
well attended all through the month. 


On December 15th, we were peacefully ‘liberated ’ 
and folk began to drift back to their homes. Even so, no 
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member of the Church Council returned till Christmas Eve, 
when Miss Ch’en came down from her farm. The women, 
led by Mrs. Ts’ai, decorated the Church beautifully. On 
the afternoon of Christmas Eve a Carol Service was held, 
the carols interspersed with Scripture readings and a 
message from the Pastor. Christmas Sunday was bright 
and a good number gathered. Miss Ch’en had been asked 
to preach. In the afternoon the Pastor’s wife led a good 
Women’s Missionary Service League meeting attended by 
fifty women. Testimonies were given, one by an ex-— 
prisoner converted in gaol, and there was a deep desire 
expressed to witness more faithfully for the Lord during the 
coming year. On Monday afternoon there was a com- 
pound party which, after g and fun, closed with a 
Family Service. The Tuesday Women’s Meeting was very | 
well attended, with an exceptionally large number of — 
outsiders. So ended the Christmas services and meetings. 
One of the special joys of December was the release of 
the prisoners, so many of whom we had got to know in our 
evangelistic meetings in the gaol. One Wednesday 
morning early, a cold grey morning, in response to an — 
urgent message we went to the women’s prison and the 
Pastor visited the men’s. We took the Christmas Letter to _ 
Prisoners and were able to distribute about a hundred ; the 
parcel containing them had just arrived and how thankful — 
we are that it was done then for there has been no oppor- 
tunity since. A group of about ten women was in deep 
distress, faces swollen with weeping and self-control almost 
gone. These ten had life sentences and they had heard 
_ that they were to be moved to some distant place. How 
could they possibly face the long tramp? Three of them © 
however, had come to know the Lord and they had been 
crying to Him for deliverance. They gathered round for 
prayer and their favourite chorus, “‘ In the Cross, in the © 
Cross”, and we comforted them as best we could. On 
Friday at noon, a.sunny noon, we were startled by loud 
cries and running to the garden we found that the ten women 
and some of the men prisoners had come to visit us! What 
a transformation! As the army of the new régime was 
approaching they had been set free.and had passed along 
the streets singing and come to tell us first of all of their 
liberation. Some of them have returned to their homes 
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cilia are ata distance, but some are still in the city and are 
coming to church. 

The month ended with a whole day of prayer on the gist, 
when all the work of the past year was committed to a 
with all the pesicnia whatever it may hold. 


“ Our times are in Thy hand— 

Our lives, our souls, our all we leave 
Entirely to Thy care.” M. M. Parsons. 


NOTES AND NEWS 
We know with what great regret all his friends will —_— of 
Bishop Bevan’s resignation as Diocesan Bishop of East 
Szechwan. His reasons for this step are given in his own 
letter, so there is no need for comment here except to 
express our thankfulness for all that he has been able todo © 
during his service in West China, and to assure him of our © 


continued prayer for him and all concerned in this change. 


The Day of Prayer and Gifts and the Annual M 


eeting 
_ of the Diocesan Association has been planned for Thursday, - 


June 22 next (D.V.), when we hope to have as our speakers 


the Rev. B. F. Adeney from East Szechwan and Mrs. 


Gordon Thompson who so bravely accompanied. her 
husband, Dr. H. Gordon Thompson, when he took charge 
of the C.M.S. Hospital at Mienchu, West Szechwan, 
during the absence of Dr. H. H. Chang in England. We 
look forward to’seeing many friends at the Annual Meeting 


_ in the Bible House at 3 p.m. that afternoon ; and hope 


that those who cannot come will still join with us in special ~ 
prayer that day for all the work in West China, and will _ 
send some gift, as God enables them, for our funds. The _ 
loss by death of some of our most _generous subscribers 
during the past year will make a serious difference to the 
amount of money we are able to send the Bishops unless it 


’ can be made up by the speniieeal gifts of others who care 


for the work. | 
Bishop C. T. and Winston Yang were able 


to visit Sintu, Kwanghan, Tehyang, Mienyang and Mienchu 


at the end of January last. With the exception of Mienchu, 
all the church compounds had soldiers billetted on them 
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and the pastors were euribviencinig difficultics i in conducting 
the minimum of services. 


The Rev. A. Lee of West Szechwan is waiting to get a 
passage home to England for ante-dated furlough. While — 
it is possible now to get down to Shanghai, it appears there 
is no way to England from there and, so far as we know, it 
is impossible to get through to Hongkong for the time being. 
It is hoped that the latter route will soon be opened. 


Warmest congratulations are extended to Miss B. 
Jackman and Dr. David Thompson on their recent 
engagement. Miss Jackman has done a splendid piece of 
work at the Mienchu Hospital ever since she went there in 
1941. David Thompson has already given every indication 
that he is going to make a big contribution to the medical 
work in West Szechwan. 


Mrs. Grace Maxwell is ihe extensive deputation — 
work for the C.M.S., and would value prayer for this. 


Murray Davis (aged 2) was seriously ill in December, 
but Dr. Armstrong arrived in time to operate successfully. | 


The Rev. R. J. are looking 
after missionaries’ children in Hongkong. 


Mr. E. W. Lumsden, B.A., an Australian C.I.M. worker 
transferred from Shensi Province to East Szechwan, recently 


reached Chiihsien where he is settling in to the work. 


The Rev. Ts’ai Pih-hswan was ordained priest by 
Bishop Bevan at Tahsien on Year’s Day. 


“BE YE IMIT. ATORS 7?__. 
An Appreciation of the Late Bishop Holden 


We were at home on furlough in 1934 when we got the 
news that our Bishop was leaving West China to become — 
Archbishop of Sydney, and it seemed—any change of 
leaders always does—such a pity to lose one who had done 
so much for the diocese in such a short time. By and by 
we heard that the Bishop of Kwangsi-Hunan was being 
translated to fill the vacancy. What would he be like ? 


| 
% 
ad 
. . 


30 Diveesan Association fo Western China Bulletin 


plicity, our emphasis on direct evangelism? Human 
nature so perversely begins to make up all kinds of preju- 


dices against strangers and we were shockingly human. 


Anyway, a photo shown to us in Hankow on our way back 
seemed ‘very comforting. A tough spring and summer’s 
work followed in the devastated Tahsien-Siianhan region, 
from which civil war had just passed, and after each trip 
round those counties, in answer to reports came wise, 
practical ‘and sympathetic letters. This bishop had 
evidently come to us for such a time, a disciplinarian, one 


who held you to the highest standards. of self-discipline 


because he held to them himself, one who, because he gave 
himself to the last ounce, inspired others with the same 
ideal of sacrifice. 

In October of that year, 1935, there was to be a Synod 
meeting in Chiihsien. One would meet the Bishop there. 
Two of us younger men had asked those who were 
responsible for arranging accommodation to put us in 
with the Chinese clergy to room and feed with them and all 


the delegates. I wondered, not knowing of the other 


revolutionary, if I should be the only one. Would the 
Bishop mind? Bless your soul, No! There he was himself 
crowded into a small room with Bishop Ku and two of the 


senior clergy. All that week there he was living with the | 


rest of us in a terrible crowd, amid noise and inconvenience 
of all kinds, doing his writing, preparing and interviews in 
the middle of it all. Asa chairman in Synod he proved to 


be kind and patient though often tried, scrupulously fair 


and bringing idealists down to earth and recalling them to 
face facts. This was a good Bishop. : 

A week later he was to come on a visitation to Tahsien 
and Siianhan and [| was to take him through that recently 
devastated area to places where God had been working in 
a remarkable way through opium-breaking Gospel ang 

_It would be a tough trip, but I knew now that I need not 

fear that the Bishop would not be able to take it. When 

_ he arrived at Tahsien he was not well and obviously tired, 
though his strong self-discipline would not let him admit it. 
We knew he never rode in a chair and so did not ask him 

if one should be called—but I had one waiting the mornin 

we were to.start and introduced him to it. I was made t 
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feel very small! But I took it on and made an elderly 
Chinese friend, who was going part of the way with us, ride 
in it. When our ways parted after thirty li I tried again. 
‘‘ The chair is paid for so we ought to take it on. What 
shall we do?” “ Ride in it yourself.” So I did, hoping 
he would take it for the last hard forty li after the midday 
meal. But by that time it had started to rain and I could 
forgive anyone for refusing to ride in a chair in the rain, 
so home the men were sent. 
_ All through that trip there was much interesting and 
instructive conversation. Here was the man who saw 
things as they were, who summed up people and situations 
with remarkable accuracy. At rests, he would pull out his 
book for a quarter of an hour’s read ; it was a very stiff 
work on psychology. With typical humility he said, “I 
hardly understand a word of it, but it does me good to 
exercise my mind on it”. A cheery traveller he was too. 
_ Trudging over mountain paths between country churches, 
desolate roads with no inns nor foodshops, nor anything to 
eat till you arrived, he would say, “‘ Come on, let’s order 
our dinner for this evening”, and run through a most 
delicious menu—though we knew that it would be coarse, 
hard rice and a little vegetable with, if we were lucky, some 
lumps of fat pork. But a wonderful dinner was ordered, if 
never eaten, by that cheerful traveller. | 
Shall I ever forget the services and meetings on that trip? 

He wasn’t a great preacher in Chinese and the Siianhan 
Christians, with their love in those days of fanciful interpre- 
tation, found this matter-of-fact Bishop a little dull, though 
he was searching as he “ reasoned of righteousness and 
temperance ”’; but he came up to all their ideals of sacrifice 
and simplicity. What impressed me was his deep sincerity 
and faith in the working of God as he laid hands on some of 
these ordinary country folk in confirmation. 
All too soon that trip was over, but the contact through 
those few weeks, through the Synod, the conference 
comownE and on our trip together, had let me see of what 
splendid stuff our Bishop was made, and this dull creature 
at the age of nearly forty rose almost to the heights of 
adolescent hero-worship. Very little more did I see of him — 
until just over a year later when his successor in Eastern. 
Szechwan was consecrated, but I felt that I had come to 
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know him very well and it seemed sad to say goodbye. 
Often when I am tempted to disco ment or to slack- . 
ness, the memory of the man John-Holden comes as a 
rebuke and an inspiration to courage and constancy, for 
these qualities were so typical of that brave spirit. Thank 
God for all His granted Hes ee he became the man he was. 

G. Bevan, Bishop. 


The following have been neceived from West Szechwan : 


The Rt. Rev. Bishop J. Holden, D.D. It was with a 
deep sense of great loss that this Diocese heard of the death 
of its former beloved Bishop, John Holden. During the 
three years he was with us he made a deep impression upon 
the life and work of the Diocese. His devotional life, 
faithfulness to duty, hard work, sustained scholarship, and 
genial friendship won the admiration of Chinese and 
Westerner alike. 

No one can possibly forget his Diocesan tours on foot, his 
letters written at some small inn by midnight oil, his endless 
fund of humorous stories, the warmth of his affection, and 
his great humanity. Two contributions which he made to 
the Diocese stand out from all the rest. He realised that 
for geographical and other reasons it was essential that the 
united Diocese over which Bishop Cassels and Bishop 
-Mowll had exercised episcopal oversight, should be divided 
into Eastern and Western Dioceses. Subsequent events 
have fully justified his foresight. He gave to the Western 
Szechwan Diocese a Constitution which immeasurably 
_strengthened the representation of Church-members on the 
local vestry and through that vestry on the Diocesan 
_ Synod. It has been our great regret that owing to inflation 

of currency and for other reasons, the Diocesan Synod has © 
not been able to have the full gatherings that Bishop 
Holden planned ; but he has given us the pattern, and we 
do well to work according toit as soon as circumstances permit. 

Special services were held throughout the Diocese in 
commemoration of the Bishop, and a cable was sent to 
Mrs. Holden expressing our sincere sympathy in her great 
loss and assuring her of our prayerful remembrance. _ 


C. T. Sonc anp ALEC MAXWELL 
Bishop Asst. Bishop 
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The death of the Rev. J. Rudd from Infantile Paralysis 
at Nottingham has been a great shock to those who knew 
him out here. We tried to get a cable to Mrs, Rudd as 
soon as we heard the news, but no cables were then accepted. 
We wished to say how very deeply we sympathised with her 
in her great loss and how we sought God’s comfort and 


strength for her in the future. 


MEMORIAM 


IT is with great regret that we have to report the death of 
three former Missionaries of the C.M.S.'in West China. 


Mr. E. R. Williams, who died at his son’s Vicarage near 
Leicester on February 15th last, did most valuable work for 
many years as Business Manager, and will be remembered 
with gratitude by many Western Szechwan missionaries. 
He had been in failing health for some time past. 


Eleanor Anderson, wife of Dr. H. G. Anderson, died in — 
London on February 15th after an illness of some five months. 
Her genius for friendship won the hearts of Chinese students 
in Chengtu, and her special gift of music was greatly 

appreciated by them as well as by her fellow-missionaries. 


The Rev. Thomas Caldwell died at his home in 
Devonshire on March 23rd after a short illness. Having 
served first with the C.M.S. in West Africa, he was invalided 
home: with no hope of return ; but was able later to give 
many more years of service in West Szechwan. and, after 
the retirement of the Rev. A. A. Phillips, became the 
Secretary of the C.M.S. Mission there. He was responsible 
for the building of the fine church in Mienchu which remains 
as a memorial of his work in that city. _ 

We offer warm sympathy to the families of these friends 
in their loss and the sorrow which we share. | aan 
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Prayer Cycle 
EASTERN SZECHWAN : 


LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 
TS’IEN-FUH-CH’ ANG. 


-ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH. 


KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. 
PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, TUNGKIANG. 


‘NNANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING. 


YINGSHAN, CHOWKOw. 
NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 
KWANGAN. 

YOCH’IH. 

KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUI. 

CHUHSIEN, WU-CHIA-CH’ANG. 


. TACHU. 
. TAHSIEN, SUANHAN. 


WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 
LIANGSHAN, TIENKIANG. | 


-KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG-SHIH. 


WANHSIEN. 


~FENGKIEH (KWEIFU), YUNYANG, YUIN-AN-CH’ANG | 


WESTERN AN : 


MOWCHOW. 
P-ING-WU (LONGAN), KIANGYU Diocese). 


CHONGPA. 
MIENYANG (MIENCHOW), TSETONG. 


ANHSIEN. 


-MIENCHU. SHIHFANG.— 


TEHYANG. 
KWANGHAN (HANCHOW). 
CHONGKIANG. 


. CHENGTU. 


UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 
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SPECIAL TOPICS FOR 
THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
For all His blewing and guidance daring the ten years of 
Bishop Bevan’s episcopate in East Szechwan and for His 
many gifts to the Diocese through the Bishop’s work there. 
_ That the turnover to Communist government in 


- Szechwan was accomplished so peacefully, and for the 
continued freedom to Christians to ome and to hold - 


services. 


For encouragements i in the work of St. John’s Parish, 

: CSecleees; and in the medical work in the Langchung 
Hospital. 

For the lives and faithful service of Mrs. Anderson, the 
Rev. T. Caldwell and Mr. E. R. Williams. 


LET Us Pray 
For God’s clear guidance i in the choice of a successor to 


< Bishop Bevan ; and in regard to His plan for Bishop and 


Bevan’s future work. 

For the future of the whole Church in West China, that 
God will so over-rule that all things may work together for 
good and for its firm establishment in faith and witness. 

* For students who have been recently converted and 
baptised, that in facing the new conditions they may be 
kept firm in the faith which they have confessed and may 
grow continually in the knowledge and love of-God. : 
_ For the witness to Christ which is being made in some of 
the hitherto untouched markets by such men as Mr. Tuan, 
Mr. Yang and his band of workers from Nanchung, and the 
two students from Feng-Lo-Ch’ang ; and for guidance in 
reaching more of these unevangelised places. For . 
opportunities for witness to soldiers of the Communist 
armies. 

For Mr. John Sung in in his need of wisdom for deniing 
with the changes in the organisation and curriculum of the 
‘Mienyang School. For guidance in planning the | 
of theological students in the new conditions. For olesninig 
on the new dispensary work started in Kwangan. 

_ For Mrs. Maxwell in all the deputation work which she 
. is doing for C.M.S. while at home. 
For the D.A.W.C. Day of Prayer and Gifts and the 
Annual Meeting ; for the speakers, and all who have a 


as share i in the programme. 
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PRAYER FOR WESTERN CHINA 


Thee for Thy great love in redeeming us unto Thyself by the 


: precious blood of Thy dear Son and for the gift of Thy sanctifying 
- Spirit. May we show our love to Thee by loving the souls for whom 


Christ died, and by seeking to make known His glorious salvation 
throughout the world. We pray Thee to send down Th¥ heavenly 


blessing upon Thy servants, the Bishops and pastors of Thy flock in 


Western China, and all who are associated with them in their work 


_ for Thee. May Thy presence be with our missionary brethren and 


sisters who are seeking to bring the knowledge of Thee to those who 
know Thee not.. May Thy Holy Spirit bless and prosper all their 
work and bring it to “good success. We pray for those who have 
been baptised into Thy faith, fear and love that they may grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of Thee. We pray also for thosg who 
know Thee not that they may be drawn by the cords of Thy Fatherly 
love to faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, that they.and we may work and 
pray together for the return of our King to establish His Everlasting 
Kingdom. 

Finally, we pray that Thou Ww roulidlest comfort and strengthen all 


. who are in trouble; sorrow, need, sickness, or any other anxiety ; 


cheer and encourage all who are in special need of Thy help ; and 
bring both them.and us to Thy Heavenly Rangoon, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. | Amen. 


Organising Secretary and Editor of the magazine : 


Miss F. HuGues-HaAutiett, Kienning, 13, Woodcote Avenue, 
Wallington, Surrey. | 


| To whom all communications should be addressed. 


Four Streams is issued three or four times a year, and is sent free of 


charge to all subscribers of 5/- and over to the funds of the Diocesan 
_ Association. Others who wish for the Magazine can obtain it from 


the Org. Sec. on payment of 2/- per annum (to include postage) ; 


_ but it should be pointed out that this sum does not cover the cost. 


The Diocesan Association exists to help the Bishops of the: Dioceses 


_of Eastern and Western Szechwan, and to call forth prayer and gifts 


for the work in that part of China. The Organizing =e will 
be glad to give further information on request. 
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